A real European conference with participants from 19 different countries in Europe and guests from overseas, even from China, was well organized from the Institut für Kunststofftechnologie (IKT) -University of Stuttgart. About 160 participants could follow the presentations with emphasis on:
• Modelling of Forming Processes • Optimization and Prediction of Properties • Computational and Experimental Analysis of Forming Processes
For the characterization of material properties such as mechanical behaviour in fluids and in solid state a broad spectrum of methods and tools has been presented. All these themes covered the whole variety of materials from organic and non-organic polymers to ceramic materials until the broad diversity of metals.
After the official opening of the meeting by the conference chairman Professor H. 
